WAR AND REVOLUTION                                 263
and personal assaults by Nationalists, alleging that they played a traitor's part. Erzberger, the leader of die Centre party, was assassinated in 1921, and Rathenau, the famous industrialist and philosophic writer, who had joined the Cabinet as Foreign Secretary, suffered the same fate in the following year. No two men had done Germany greater service in her blackest hour.
Trouble continued all through the early months of 1920. In January came the " Kapp Putsch," in which the afterwards famous Herr Hitler took part, an effort of the Monarchists under the officers of the old army, to upset the newly established Republic. It was easily suppressed, but it angered the workers, who retaliated with strikes and violent movements, which in their turn had to be suppressed. By June order was sufficiendy restored to enable the elections for the first Reichstag to be held, and after it the moderate parties held together sufficiendy to enable government to be carried on, first under Herr Fehrenbach and then under Herr Wirth, against the opposition of the extreme right and extreme left. But the difficulties were enormous, and the situation was greatly complicated by the occupation of the Rhineland and the demands of the Allies for Reparations. All these troubles came to their climax in the French occupation of the Ruhr in January, 1923, and the catastrophic fall of the mark which followed it. Three men chiefly—Marx, Stresemann and Luther—carried Germany through this dangerous period, and in March, 1925, Stresemann's policy of coming to terms with France and joining the League of Nations gave her a breathing-space, and ensured some years of relative quiet under Stresemann and Briining. But the extreme parties were not appeased, and they continued their warfare below the surface until it was ready to break out in a new form. The failure of the Allies to disarm, while they insisted on the disarmament of Germany, combined with their efforts to force payment of Reparations, the wounds to German pride inflicted by the employment of black troops by the French and other incidents in the occupied territory, created a fund of ill-will and resentment which was to bear fruit later.ty, who courageously undertook that responsibility, were subject to fierce attacks
